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Vedanta Delhi Half Marathon 2024 raises 10 million meals for children and 

animals through #RunForZeroHunger 

New Delhi, October 20, 2024: The third edition of the celebrated Vedanta Delhi Half Marathon 

concluded today with record participation from over 36,000 runners to support the cause of 

#RunForZeroHunger.  Vedanta through its social impact arm, The Anil Agarwal Foundation (AAF), 

pledged to provide one meal for every kilometer run, resulting in raising 10 million meals, this year. 

The meals raised have doubled compared to the meals raised last year through Vedanta Delhi Half 

Marathon.   

In the previous two editions, the contribution of the runners led to the provision of 7 million meals to 

the children of Nand Ghar, AAF’s flagship Women & Child Development project, which constitutes a 

network of modern, state-of-the-art Anganwadis. Anil Agarwal Foundation has distributed almost 7.2 

million multi-millet bars, so far, at Anganwadis including Nand Ghars, resulting in a significant 

reduction of 15% in Severely Acute Malnourished cases and 12% in Moderately Acute Malnourished 

cases, within a concentrated group of Nand Ghars. 

In this edition, AAF extended its commitment beyond nourishing children to include animals, 

recognizing the interconnected health of people, animals, and the environment under the ‘One 

Health’ approach. This ‘Meals for All’ initiative will benefit animals through AAF’s animal welfare 

project, The Animal Care Organization (TACO), in addition to children across nearly 6,500 Nand Ghars, 

operating in 14 states across India. 

The races were flagged off by Priya Agarwal Hebbar, Non-Executive Director, Vedanta and 

Chairperson, Hindustan Zinc Ltd., in the presence of Shri Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of Parliamentary 

Affairs; Smt Raksha Nikhil Khadse, Minister of State for Youth Affairs & Sports and Gurpreet Singh 

Sandhu, Captain of the Indian National Football Team, along with other dignitaries. Hebbar, who also 

participated in the 10K run, remarked, “Today, we witnessed an extraordinary display of determination 

and unity as people across the globe came together, not just for fitness, but for a cause that resonates 

with us all. I am glad to have run and am humbled to contribute to the larger dream of combating 

malnourishment. With every kilometer run, all marathoners added to the number of meals that will be 

provided for nourishing children and for feeding animals. I am confident that we have created history 

by raising 10 million meals, this year. Together we have run for zero hunger.” 

Valarie Allman, the current Paris Olympics 2024 Discus Throw Gold Medallist from the United States 

of America & the International Event Ambassador of VDHM 2024, inspired the runners at the 

marathon. Many celebrities and influencers including Milind Soman, RJ Naved, Gul Panag, and various 

Delhi-based cyclist, fitness and runners’ clubs lent their support to the cause of #RunForZeroHunger. 

Leading up to VDHM race day, another 36,000 members from the Vedanta community, including 

leadership, CXOs, employees and business partners participated in activities, to raise meals pledged 

by Vedanta. While some ran in Delhi, others participated in mini marathons and walkathons held 

across Vedanta’s 19 business locations, as well as via the StepSetGo app.  

A Finisher’s medal was awarded to the runners. The medal is crafted from the purest and highest-

grade zinc sourced from Zawar Mines in Udaipur — the world’s largest and oldest mines in the heritage 

state of Rajasthan. The Zinc is produced by Hindustan Zinc Limited, India’s leading zinc producer and 

a Vedanta Group company. 
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Vedanta is committed to nurturing grassroot sports and use platforms such as marathons to mobilise 

communities for fitness and social change. VDHM 2024 is the 19th edition Delhi Half Marathon and 

third year of Vedanta’s association with it. It looks forward to continuing its #RunForZeroHunger 

movement in the upcoming marathons across India and be back in Delhi next year! 

About Vedanta: 

Vedanta Limited (“Vedanta”), a subsidiary of Vedanta Resources Limited, is one of the world’s leading critical 

minerals, energy and technology companies spanning across India, South Africa, Namibia, Liberia, UAE, Saudi 

Arabia, Korea, Taiwan and Japan with significant operations in Oil & Gas, Zinc, Lead, Silver, Copper, Iron Ore, 

Steel, Nickel, Aluminium, Power & Glass Substrate and foraying into electronics and display glass manufacturing. 

For two decades, Vedanta has been contributing significantly to nation building. Governance and sustainable 

development are at the core of Vedanta's strategy, with a strong focus on health, safety, and the environment. 

Vedanta has put in place a comprehensive framework to be the ESG leader in the natural resources sector, is 

committed to reducing carbon emissions to net zero by 2050 or sooner and aims to spend $5 billion over the 

next 10 years to accelerate this transition. Giving back is in the DNA of Vedanta, which is focused on enhancing 

the lives of local communities. Vedanta Ltd. ranked 3rd in the S&P Global Corporate Sustainability Assessment 

2023 and has been listed in the Dow Jones Sustainability World Index. The company has also been certified as a 

Great Place to Work and Kincentric Best Employer 2023. Vedanta Limited is listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange 

and the National Stock Exchange.  For more information, please visit www.vedantalimited.com 

About Anil Agarwal Foundation: 

The Anil Agarwal Foundation is the umbrella entity for Vedanta’s community and social initiatives. The focus 

areas of the Foundation are Healthcare, Women and Child Development, Animal Welfare, and Sports. Anil 

Agarwal Foundation aims to empower communities, transform lives, and facilitate nation building through 

sustainable and inclusive growth. The Foundation has pledged Rs 5000 crore over five years on various social 

impact programs. 

For more information, visit: https://www.vedantalimited.com/eng/social_impact_overview.php 

About Nand Ghar: 

Nand Ghar, a flagship social impact project under the Anil Agarwal Foundation, is a model project working 

towards strengthening the Anganwadi ecosystem of the country. The ~6500 Nand Ghars are the enabler of 

change and sustainable development with a presence in 14 states across India and currently impacting more 

than 2.6 lakh children and 1.95 lakh women. Set up in collaboration with the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development (MoWCD), Nand Ghars are modernized ‘Anganwadis’ working to eradicate malnutrition among 

children, provide pre-primary education, primary healthcare, and empower rural women through skill training. 

Nand Ghars, the state-of-the-art Anganwadis, aim to transform the lives of 7 crore children and 2 crore women 

across the 13.7 lakh Anganwadis across the country.  

For more information, visit: https://nandghar.org/ 

About The Animal Care Organization (TACO) 

The Animal Care Organization (TACO) is a unique animal welfare project under the aegis of Anil Agarwal 

Foundation. It is aimed at providing world-class infrastructure, veterinary services, a training facility, and animal 

shelters to heal and protect animals. TACO’s six pillars of shelter, hospital, academy, wildlife conservation, 

disaster relief efforts and sectoral development, aim to develop international standards for animal welfare. 

Advanced animal healthcare, preventive veterinary care, a spay and neuter program, diagnostics, and mobile 

emergency care units are the main priorities of the multi-specialty veterinary hospital and Animal Birth Control 

Centre in Faridabad. TACO academy offers short-term courses for a variety of target groups, including 

veterinarians and para-vets, the animal shelter concentrates on rescue, rehabilitation, geriatric and palliative 

care, animal housing services, nutrition, and well-being. Its mission is to establish a sustainable and scalable 

ecosystem for the well-being of animals based on the principles of ‘One Health’. 

https://www.vedantalimited.com/
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For media inquiries, please contact:  

Aarti Laxmanan, Group CSR Communication Head: aarti.laxmanan@vedanta.co.in 

Sriparna Banerji, MSL India: sriparna.banerji@mslgroup.com 
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